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NEW! The 2010 Encyclopaedia
Britannica Print Set
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Summer
2009

Members Only: Special ‘Early Bird’
Offer and Free Shipping!
Offer Ends July 14th

More Info>

Britannica Online Student Edition

“ounger Learners? Designed for children 8-15 years old, the
Britannica Online Student Edition provides a safe search
environment for kids without distractive advertising.

Britannica SmartMath
The most complete library of math practice questions on the web.
Try it FREE today!

School and Library Sites

Librarians, Teachers, Administrators: Learn more about award-
winning titles and content that is curriculum aligned and
recommended by teachers and industry professionals.

Newsletters

Expand your knowledge with Britannica’s newsletters. Britannica
Editors have hand picked articles and content to give vou new
perspectives on today's hottest topics.

RSS Feeds and Widgets
Enjoy rich Britannica content conveniently delivered right to your
browser or on your webpage.

Games
Solve challenging puzzles and play top quality games from all
genres with Britannica Games.

Bri ica - The Online Encyclop
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Trusted By Over 7 Million Students at Top Colleges and Universities Worldwide. Cited in
Supreme Court Cases!

More than 90 Britannica contributors have won Nobel prizes. Most are authors, university professors,
commentators, museum curators, scientists and other experts chosen for their field expertise.

Stop Skipping Between Search Results

Spend less time searching and more time finding. Britannica organises relevant results from a single,
reliable source.

Britannica Blog & Advocacy For Animals

Join in smart, lively conversations about a broad range of topics. From Art, Science, History, Current
Events, Animal Welfare — it’s all a grist for the mill.
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Malaysia

Overview
Country, Southeast Asia.

Itis composed of two regions—Peninsular, or West, Malaysia and East Malaysia—separated by 400 mi (640 km) of the South
China Sea. West Malaysia occupies the southern half of the Malay Peninsula (Malaya) and is bordered to the north by Thailand.
East Malaysia lies on the northwestern part of the island of Borneo and consists of the states of Sarawak and Sabah. Area:
127,366 =g mi (329,876 =q km). Population (2007} 26,572,000. Capitals: Kuala Lumpur/Putrajaya. Because of Malaysia's
location on the heavily traveled Strait of Malacca, the population is a highly diverse mix, in which ethnic Malays and Chinese
form the largest groups, and the most prominent of the smaller ethnic groups include the various indigenous peoples and
South Asians. Languages: Malay (official), Chinese, and assorted Austronesian and Indo-European languages. Religions:
Islam (official), Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, some local religions. Currency: ringgit. Peninsular Malaysia is largely
mountainous; East Malaysia has coastal plains rising to hills and then to a mountainous core. Much of Malaysia is covered by
rainforest. Tree crops, notably rubber and palm oil, are the mostimportant cash crops; rice is the chief staple crop. Petroleum drilling and production
and tin mining are important, as is the manufacture of electronic products, rubber goods, cement, and iron and steel products. Malaysiais a
constitutional monarchy with two legislative houses; the chief of state is the paramount ruler, and the head of government is the prime minister.
Peninsular Malaysia has been inhabited for at least 6,000 years. Small kingdoms existed in the 2nd-3rd century ce when adventurers from India first
arrived. Sumatran exiles founded the city-state of Malacca c. 1400, and it flourished as a trading and Islamic religious centre until its capture by the
Portuguese in 1511. Malacca passed to the Dutch in 1641. The British founded a settlement on Singapore I=land in 1819, and by 1867 they had
established the Straits Settlements, including Malacca, Singapore, and Penang. During the late 19th century, Chinese began to migrate to
Peninsular Malaysia (at the time called Malaya). Japan invaded Malaya in 1941 and captured Singapore in 1942, After Japan's defeatin 1945,
opposition to British rule led to the creation of the United Malays Mational Organization (UMNO) in 1946, and in 1948 the peninsula was federated with
Penang. Malaya gained independence from Britain in 1957. Malaya, Singapore, and the former British colonies of Sarawak and Sabah on the island of
Borneo joined to form the Federation of Malaysia in 1963; Singapore, however, withdrew from the federation in 1965. Malaysia's economy expanded
greatly from the late 19705, though it experienced the regional economic slump of the mid- to late 1990s; the economy subsequently recovered.

Profile

Official name Malaysia
Form of government  federal constitutional monarchy with two legislative houses (Senate [701], House of Representatives [222])
Chief of state Paramount Ruler

Head of government  Prime Minister
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Where Ideas Matter

|_ Best Corporate Blog |

What makes for effective reading instruction? A new study indicates that an important contributor is integrating
matenal from other subjects into reading instruction.

An important intemational comparison test for reading is the PIRLS, administered to ten-year-olds. Hong Kong
ranked 14th among 35 participating countries in the 2001 administration of the test. In 2006, Hong Kong students
ranked second among 44 nations.

This improvement coincided with significant changes to the reading curniculum ...

» Read more of What Makes a Good Fourth-Grade Reader? Knowledge.

Rowan Atkinson - Th Here's the hilarious Rowan Atkinson as the acerbic "molder of young minds.”

oW

Each Saturday we highlight 3 humorous and sometimes poignant video, interview, comic, o
skit concermang different careers, past and present. From W.C. Fields to Rowan Atkinson,
classic cartoons and commercials to Monty Python—all and everything will ba tapped for this
look each week at various professions and pastmes (loosely defined).

Click hera for all of the videos and careers highlighted to date

= Read more of Schoolmaster (The Britannica Blog "Gulde” to Careers)

Fifty years ago the physicist and novelist C.P. Snow gave a lecture at the University of Cambridge that was
subsequantly published in a journal and thean as a book under tha title The Two Cultures and the Scentific
Revolution,

His thesis was that Wastern culture had been evolving along two separate lines, one charactenzed by literature
and the arts and the other by science and technology. Batwaeen thase, he reported, there was a growing rift, such
that not only did the typical denizen of one fail to appreciate the value of the other but was apt to disdain it and
its adherents,

But thera's a gap in Snow’s thesis that's even more worrisome ...

» Read more of "The Two Cultures® Filty Years On: Some and None
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